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The week began on the mild side but ended hot
and humid. Temperatures averaged near normal for the

entire week. Little to no precipitation occurred throughout
the period.

GENERAL

Nebraska farmers and ranchers had very few
weather delays in conducting fieldwork activities last week.

The hot, dry winds continued to be conducive to wheat
ripening and harvesting. Irrigation systems continued to

pump water to crops. Dryland crops experienced another
week of little or no rainfall with hot, dry winds, and were
further stressed. Some southern and central areas of the

State where rainfall was scarce during May and June are
experiencing drought-like conditions. Other fieldwork
activities included corn borer treatment, cultivating, and

wild hay and alfalfa harvesting.

CROPS

Corn condition was rated at 1% poor, 20% fair,

64% good, and 15% excellent. Corn borer treatment

continued with aerial and "elevated" spraying due to the
height of the crop. Crop development was moving along at

the normal pace except for some late planted and replanted
corn. This later corn will need additional moisture to

develop properly. Dryland corn was showing stress and is
in need of rainfall. Tasselling and pollination has started

on many early planted fields.

Sorghum and soybeans were both in mostly good
condition. Cultivating of both crops continued and
planting of some double crop soybeans in wheat stubble
began last week. Both crops were showing stress from the

hot, dry winds. Soybeans blooming was well ahead of last
year and average. Spraying for chinch bugs in grain
sorghum in the South District was active.

Alfalfa was in fair to good condition. Second

cutting activity was behind last year and average. Wild hay
was rated in mostly good condition. Wild hay harvest was
active statewide last week.

Winter wheat condition was rated at 4% poor, 53%
fair, and 43% good. Wheat harvest was in full swing in all

areas of the State except the Panhandle. Statewide, harvest
was 55% completed by week's end, well ahead of last year
at 47% and the 5-year average at 45%. Reports continued

to indicate some light test weights and poor yields as well
as average to above average yields and test weights. Fields
with rust and other disease problems also exhibited these

same test weight and yield indications.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range condition was rated at 89% of
normal, in the good to excellent category. The hot, dry
winds have taken their toll on grass condition, but some

northern and western counties still report the best grass in
years. Cattle on pastures continued to do well except for
fly problems in several areas. Producers were spraying to

control fly populations.

FIELD WORK PROGRESS

AS OF JULY 7, 1991

AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS DISTRICTS AVER -

AGE

% wheat npo 22 58 lC0 99 100 100 100 100 74 41 70 75

% wheat harvested 1 32 42 51 84 67 100 100 55 23 47 45

% oats harvested 0 9 ll 28 39 13 46 53 21 0 9 22

% corn s_lked 1 3 3 2 6 2 11 37 8 0 1 9

% soybeans blooming 0 12 22 2 18 4 17 46 24 7 1 17

% alfalfa second cutting 5 10 16 20 37 27 41 45 22 7 25 33

DAYS SUITABLE AND SOIL MOISTURE CONDITION
AS OF JULY 5, 1991

Days sunable 6 4 7 0 6 3 7.0 6.4 6.9 6 9 6.3 6 6 6.2 6.6

Topsod motsture- Short 25 42 47 100 76 71 80 94 66 39 59

(Percent) - Adequate 75 58 47 0 24 29 20 6 33 58 37

- Surplus 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 4

Subsod moisture - Short 17 25 6 43 0 43 60 83 32 15 48

(Percent) - Adequate 75 75 94 57 95 57 40 17 66 82 52

- Surplus 8 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 2 3 0
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